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CONFIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 742 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PEPR, IS 

SUB J : WEST BANK REACTION TO TERRORIST ATTACK 

REF: JERUSALEM 735 

1. SUMMARY: ON MARCH 13 SEVERAL PRO-HASHEMITE MUSLIM NOTABLES 
EXPRESSED QUIET PRIDE IN MARCH 1 1 PALESTINIAN TERROTIST ATTACK. 
COMMANDO TEAM HAD MADE POINT PALESTINIANS COULD NOT BE IGNORED. 
CONSENSUS WAS THAT ACTION AIMED AS MUCH, IF NOT MORE, AT SADAT 
THAN ISRAELIS. ONLY CHRISTIAN PROFESSIONAL EXPRESSED DISAPPROVAL 
ON HUMANITARIAN AND POLITICAL GROUNDS. END SUMMARY. 

2. AT SOCIAL FUNCTION MARCH 13 WHERE LEADING MUSLIN AND 
CHRISTIAN EAST JERUSALEMITES WERE PRESENT IN ADDITION TO 
MEMBERS OF THE CONSULAR COPRS, INDICATIONS WERE GIVEN OF HOW 
THEY VIEWED MARCH 1 1 TERRORIST ATTACK IN ISRAEL. WHILE 
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THERE WERE INDIVIDUAL NUANCES, WEST BANKERS GENERALLY REGARDED 
ATTACK WITH QUIET PRIDE. COMANDO TEAM, KNOWING THEY WOULD BE 
KILLED, HAD SUCCEEDED IN MAKING POLITICAL POINT THAT PALESTINIANS 
COULD NOT BE IGNORED IN CURRENT ATTEMPTS UNDERWAY TO REACH A 
COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT. IT WAS ALSO GENERALLY THOUGHT THAT 
OPERATION WAS AIMED AS MUCH AT SADAT AND CURRENT NEGOTIATING 
PROCESS AS AT ISRAELIS. 
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3. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUERY AS TO WHETHER KILLING OF UNARMED 
MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN ON A HOLIDAY PROJECTED THE KIND OF 
IMAGE PALESTINIANS WISHED TO HAVE OR WOULD BE LIKELY TO 
ASSIST IN THE REALIZATION OF THEIR POLITICAL GOALS, WEST BANKERS 
SHRUGGED THAT ACTION WAS STRICTLY POLITICAL IN MOTIVATION AND 
CIVILIAN CASUALTIES WERE INEVITABLE IN WAR. POSSIBLE HARDENING 
OF ISRAELI POSITION WAS OF SECONDARY IMPORTANCE COMPARED TO 
RAISING OF PALESTINIAN ISSUE IN SUCH A DRAMATIC MANNER. 
ANTICIPATED ISRAELI RETALIATION WAS APPARENTLY OF LITTLE CONCERN. 

4. EXCEPTION TO FOREGOING WAS EUROPEAN EDUCATED CHRISTIAN 
PROFESSIONAL WEST BANKER. HE CONDEMNED TERRORIST ACTION ON 
HUMANITARIAN AND POLITICAL GROUNDS. HIS MAIN CONCERN WAS THE 
POLITICAL FALLOUT WOULD FURTHER COMPLICATE NEGOTIATIONS NOW 
IN TRAIN. 

5. COMMENT: PEOPLE WHO EXPRESSED THE ABOVE VIEWS ARE EDUCATED 
PRO-HASHEMITE MODERATES. FACT THAT THEY CONDONE TERRORIST 
RAID ILLUSTRATES GULF SEPARATING PALESTINIANS FROM ISRAELIS, 

EVEN THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED IN CLOSE PROXIMITY AND HAVE HAD 
BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL CONTACTS WITH EACH OTHER FOR PAST 

1 1 YEARS. IF THESE CONSERVATIVE, MATURE, MODERATES APPROVE 
OF RAID, WE CAN GUESS WHAT RADICALIZED YOUNGER GENERATION 
THINKS ABOUT IT. 
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